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My Background
● I’ve always been interested in maps
● As Scout we’d have many day/night treks over Salisbury Plain

– Army parachute drop
● During ‘O’ levels I did an evening course in coastal navigation – thoughts of 

joining the navy 
● In 1981 I found myself driving hundreds of miles across the Libyan desert 
● Then when we started safariing in 1995 I started to geo-tags our photos 

– Initially printed thumbnails on scanned maps

– Then for copyright reasons I produced my own maps from open source databases – 
DEM for contours and Digital Map of the World for others

– At this time I started using a GPS logger, as my memory wasn’t as good and we 
travelled over many of the same tracks

– The raw data maps were not good for large scale maps, so migrated to GE

– But on-line slideshows needed live links to Google’s servers and internet connections 
weren’t as good as today, so now use open source (OpenStreetMap) maps through 
Mapbox

● So I think I know a little about maps and navigation, possibly more than the 
average amateur






































